PRAISE

Father,

You are good! Your faithful and unfailing love keeps going from generation to generation - in fact it will keep going for ever! 1
Today we celebrate 50 years of this church in our community, taking our place as your people in what is seen and what in unseen. Because of you, Lord Jesus, and our faith in you, we live boldly and confidently in your presence. 2
We have told stories of the past to remind ourselves of what you have done. We’ve seen you keep your promises. You are good! Your faithful and unfailing love has been evident many times over as we’ve looked for you both in the highs and through the lows. Don’t let us ever forget that at heart these stories are not about us but are about you and the sort of God you are. We are privileged to know you and to be part of your story. 3
PEOPLE OF PURPOSE

This community of believers was first established here because of a desire that people who didn’t know you, would. Our heritage has determined that we are a people who love to worship you as our God, a people who want to be like the light on a hilltop for others and who have a desire to see you fulfill your promises of good news through us - the good news that you bring comfort, release, freedom, favor, justice, beauty, joy, praise and righteousness. That those who we live among would experience the dignity of knowing they have been made for your glory. 4

In the Old Testament the 50th year, the year of jubilee, was a time when slaves would be restored to their families and land restored to its original owners. We take these themes and pray today, for our generation, that they would be fulfilled in this community and the communities around the world you send us to impact. We won’t stop praying until lives are transformed to the extent that it’s a new day for these communities; until they become “cities of God’s Delight” as people discover your delight in them as people created for relationship with you. Not only will we pray, but we ask as you told us to, that you send us out as people of compassion and people alert to the opportunity a ripe harvest brings.5

RESOURCES NEEDED TO FULFIL OUR PURPOSE
Grow us as a people of faith who know you and therefore believe your promises. 

“You will meet all our needs from your glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” 6
Develop us as people who live in a way that reflects your character, as people with resilience who know how to be strong in the midst of trials.

Keep us walking close to you so we understand your ways and know you more fully. We value your presence with us in our daily lives. 7
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

Our desire is that the way we live and the God-stories we tell will be a record for future generations so that people not yet born will praise you. 

To you, our God, be all glory forever and ever! Amen. 8
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